AP Reading and Note-Taking Strategies


· Note Activity: Pushing “what I notice” annotations

Opening: Read the poem and take notes about what you notice in the margins (basically, annotate!)
Suicide's Note 
By Langston Hughes
The calm,
Cool face of the river
Asked me for a kiss
	What reading strategies do you often use while reading?



	


Directions: Read the poem and try to make meaning as well as push analysis…
Hocked Gems 

With hocked gems

Financing him

Our hero bravely defied

All scornful laughter

That tried to deceive his scheme.

An egg, not a table typify this

Unexplored planet.

Now three sturdy sisters sought proof

Forging sometimes through calm vastness

Yet more often over turbulent peaks and valleys.

Days became weeks as many doubters spread fearful

Rumors about the edge.

At last, welcome winged creatures appeared

Signifying momentous success.

Reading Strategies List:
Effective Readers will:

· Slow down!

· Reread

· Compare to prior knowledge

· Coding and decoding

· Make connections

· Reread multiple times

· Use other resources to clarify understanding

· Make visuals (graphs, picture) annotations

· Notice the dates, sequence, time lines.

· Identify the structure/genre (novel, poem, editorial, etc.)

· Set a purpose

· Positive self-talk

· Highlight the big ideas or facts

· Identify the author’s intent, motivations

· Ask questions

· Summarize

· Predict/make guesses

· Chunking

· Look for patterns or repeated words

· Notice text features and layout.

· Draw conclusions

· Do solo-time

· Pause and reflect

· Annotate/talk to the text
· What else? _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Note-Taking Strategies:

	What note-taking strategies do you often use while reading?



	


Some ideas/Recommendations:

1. Annotate some ideas in your writer’s notebook as you read.

2. After reading a chapter/chunk, take 3-4 minutes to quick-write your overall reflections.

3. Annotate notes on sticky notes and paste them to the pages as you read.

4. Do a top 3 or 5 list…keep the notes simple and write down 3-5 things you found important or noteworthy.

5. Remember, less is more! 
6. Star or sticky-tab great quotes.

7. What else? ___________________________________________________________
What I notice…
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