Characterization
Chapter 4 and Wolfsheim
Directions: We will be reading chapter 4 and will meet a new character named Meyer Wolfsheim. When we meet him, consider Fitzgerald’s characterization. Who is Wolfsheim? What impact does he have on what we know or think we know about Jay Gatsby. Before we start the chapter, read the information below…
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Characterization is the process by which the writer reveals the personality of a character. It can be direct or indirect. Realize every character an author makes has a purpose in the story. It is important to consider who these characters are.
· Direct Characterization tells the audience what the personality of the character is.
Example: “The patient boy and quite girl were both well mannered and did not disobey their mother.”
Explanation: The author is directly telling the audience the personality of these two children, especially by using adjectives. The boy is “patient” and the girl is “quiet.”
· Indirect Characterization shows things that reveal the personality of a character. There are five different methods of indirect characterization:
	Speech
	What does the character say? How does the character speak? 

	Thoughts

	What is revealed through the character’s private thoughts and feelings?

	Effects on others towards the character
	What is revealed through the character’s effect and interaction with  other people. How do other characters feel or behave in reaction to the character?

	Actions
	What does the character do? How does the character behave?

	Looks
	What does the character look like? How does the character dress?


Activity: Let’s take a few minutes to consider Jay Gatsby. Fill out the chart for him below, and then we will discuss…
	Speech

	



	Thoughts

	



	Effects on others towards the character
	

	Actions

	



	Looks

	




Activity: Now let’s read chapter 4 of The Great Gatsby. When we are finished meeting Meyer Wolfsheim, fill out the chart for him and answer the prompt below…
	Speech

	



	Thoughts

	



	Effects on others towards the character
	

	Actions

	



	Looks

	





Writing Prompt: What do you think of Wolfsheim’s character? What could this say about Jay Gatsby? Why did Fitzgerald put this character in his book? Explain what you are noticing and thinking…
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Gatsby
