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Em scarching fo herand then waches s the pictre changes (o that
ofthe cacklng Wicked Wich.

“This st transformation offers anentance nto The Wizard of Oz
and suggests how it might b inerpretd in he same way thu fairy
{ales have b interpretd. It s a commonplace ha he siepmothers
offiy tales are often a result of child's twofold picur of modher
the Good Mother who loves and protects (e airy godmother) and
e Bad Mother who threstens and punishes (le witch). The movie
provides he sightes it that Dorohy ses er own icpmother (.
Em i this twofold way —as Glinda andthe Wicked Witch, T fct,
The Wizard f Oz might b scen ke many otherfaiy ales — " Show
White,” forexample,or “Hanse and Gretel” —s the stoy of
‘who suffers under he domination of & motber gure, who wishes o
eplace or sherwise be rid of hat rival, and who fnally achieves
ndependence. At the same time, Dorothy's sdventures in 07, her
ocdipal drea, resemble theur-story discoverabl in oer American
chidhood clssis
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k. She was hin 4 gt s sl ow. When Doy, b v s
o, it a0 e A E o e 0 s by e 5 g ht
ol st s e e ke Doty ey -
e o o s ke o e e sk e ol
g g

Dorothy's own lvely spiis are t odds with this grayness and
eraveness. e pet s a symbol of that spirtdess: 1t was Toto that
made Dorothy laugh,and saved he from growing s gray s e cter
sumoundings. Toto was ot gray: b was a it black dog.” 1ot is
ot simply an antdote to Kansas nd Aunt E, be s (lroughout the
story) something like Dorothy' aninus — her Spitof play, which
leads heron o furtber adventures when. for example, Dorothy i sbout
10 et to Kansas inthe Wizard'sballoon, and Toto leap from her
s and she purucs him.

‘Wil “Too played llduy long.” Doroby’s guseians “worked
e from morning t night and id o know what joy was " Work,
espesaly housework, comes o be asociaed with arid Kansas and
he chceriss Aunt Em. In & later Oz Sook, Dorothy scems ta view
Herelf s cspossesed royaly: she observes tal while she s & prin-
cess i Oz, “when I'm bick in Kamsas ' only & county il snd
ave to belp it the choraing 304 wie the dises while Aunt Ean
washes them.” Indecd, when Dorothy i capuued by the Wicked
Witchin e Wizard of 02, iniead of ein sent 0 the dungeon, he
v i taken “through many beautiful ooms in (1) castie unthey
came 1o the kitchen, where the Witch bade her clean the pots and
Ketlesand sweep he loor and Kep the fe o with wood.

These conncctions betwecn dryness and Aun Em and the Witch
and bousework becorme al the more significant in the cverts tht
follow. As i e of ousework, lmostnanswer 0 wish, Derothy.
watches s yclone comes and uproots he house. Dordhy and Toto
and er home ae ransported o the land of Oz, 4 reen world tha s
the compete pposie of anhydrous Kansas. But tis wish fulflment
oes xen furter the house flls on the Wicked Witch of e East
and Kill ber, and she drics up and shrivels away. I is @ symbolic
maicide: in the book, the oqully dsiccated Aunt Erm is the only
one who takes shele in the storm cellar under the house. Fecling
guilty. pehaps. for this oedipal hostilty, Doroy protst he imo-
cence;, but 35 the Munchkins obsrve, whether the witch was killed
by Dorolhy or by herhouse, “Thatis th same thing. ™ The Munchiins
congratulate nd hono the il and these chidlke creatures (Baum
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sressestht they are exactly the same size a5 Dorothy) celebrate the
end of teirbondage

Like the destination reached by chikden who make jourmeys in
he firytals u Great Foret in whichles. for cxample. u gingerbread
house or & cottage oceupied by seven dwarves), ke the twolod st
ings reached by th traveling joveniles in Amercan childen's books
where the great outdoons cocxists with palatal homes (Huck's iver
and the Grangefords” mansion, for cxampl, or the Secre Garden
and Misselwite Manor), Dorodhy aives i  Green World popu-
Taied by casts. Inal these works, the Green Worl sees fo be an
arenaofindependence whereth child s fe from parcnalauthority,
butsuchfredomisbothcxhiarasing an frightaing. No matte how
carfre Huck's drifting on the rver may seem, ther ar plenty of
occasions when he wioesses wanion iolence and hss occasion o be
anxious. As liberain as the jungle i fo Tarzan, it s alo a region
of ommipresent danger. Like 2 child on s own fo the it ime,
Dorotry i her own Green Worldis wonderfl fun but she must
s e the threatsof fearsomne beasts and such hings s atiacking
nees.

“The counterpart of the Green World ae special homes ssocted

the cotage of the aherly protectors of
the March ssers in Licle Women, fo example, shutle between the
palsial homes of thee mean-spiced Aun March and tei fuhely
benclactor Mr. Lwrence. A similar geogeaphy can be seen in The
Wizardof . Atoppositc endsof he qurantar castcs of he Good
Mather an the Bid Moshe, the good wiches and the ad witches
I the midstof tis quadpartc rivaly (bipartit n the movi) at the
vy center ofthe lnd of Oz, i he axis mundi f this ocdipl dresm:
dhe Eerald Cty, which s roled over by a faher figure, the patemal
Wirard. 10 is thre that Dorothy gocs frs, thence outward 1o il

(again) the Wicked Wich.

“Typicaly, in American childhood classics and i the iy tles.
aftr ariving i the Green Word the child is adopeed by parenta
surrogaie, cngages in an cedipal sruggle with he paret figure of
the same vex, and has th limited but ot it sufficient protetion
ofthe poeat fureoftheapposiesex. Turzan,for example, s adopted
into an ae family, struggles with an finally kil isape stepfater,
and enjoys the safet afforded by his ape stepmother il he grows
older and she die. Likewise, Snow Whie inds another home with
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the dwarves, strggles with snd eventually slays her sicpmother the
witch, and for a e njoys the pternal protection o her companions
whose diminutve sizesuggests hat hey cunbe of nly imitcd help.
I the same way, Dorothy is adopled, 100, by her three traveling
companions, vies it her same-sex anagonit he Wicked Witch,
and enjoys the help but limited protection o her opposte-sex com-
panions; the Scarecrou and the Tinman and the Lion re males who
are all defiient insome way — lacking & ran, & eart, and courage.

“The climas is prepared for when (in he book) the Wizad tell
Dorothy she must ill he Wicked Witch of the West The mvie.
porhaps, prscnts the ocdipal nature of this task in more symbolic
tems: Dorodhy is tod she must acquie the broom of the Wicked
‘Witch — that i, as in the oedipal dea, the hild will (ke over
bousekesping. roplce hr mother, il her mother'sshocs. T fct, it
isbecause Dorothy i alreadyin e shocs of the Wicked Wich f the
Esst thatthre i 8 rvalry besween the girl an the Wicked Witch of
e Wt

Wihen Darothy and ber pary depart for he witls cast, they
are atacked by he Wich's minions, an the Sesrerow s o part
and the Tinman i disoined. At tis point, The Wizard o O comes
o resemble Hansel snd Grete” Like Hansel, th Lion (Dorathy's
one remaining companion) is held in @ cage in he yard where he
sarves. Like Gretel, Dorahy s forced by th witch o do hovsework
Like Gretl, to, Devothy says the wich.

Bt whie Gretel'sact is forthight when she dfiberaely pushes
e wich i th oven, Dorothy’ own action seems more accideatal
‘when she splashes the Wich with  bucket of watr (omething thal
makes the witch begin o melt away). AS fdimly Conscious ha this
is matrcide, s f gy and defensie, Dorothy proess he nnocenee.
(s she had calicr when the Munchkins congratulated et for Kilng
the Wicked Wich o the East) and insists o the dying witc that she
o dea that water would have that e, But 2 the Munchkins
might say i this cicumstance, whether Dorodhy or her wler were
e agentoftisdeah, “That i the same thing.* Morcover,tis gl
— whose laugher 50 roubesher gave aun ha he woman “would
scream and pres her hands upon her heart when Darothy's merry
voic reached hr cars,” whose wish tobe somewhere ovs the ran-
bow scems 0 evoke a home-wieckingcyclone that killsone wich—
notably makes use of water (0 slay this wich. Aunt Em s been
associted with an aridity at odds with Dorothy’s own fertlty, and.
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Doroty is (Baum says) " wel-grown child or er age.
‘One she s killd the Wicked Witch, it s interesting hat Do
othy becomes, voluntrily,a housckseper:
S ot e (e ] b sy e avy 0 i, Doty e
e et fwile nd e A v . S st ot

her ek ot e sier o, i s ot s 0 ¢ 0 o,

T sense, tis i the hild'scedipl wish fullle: she has slain the
mother, replaced hee as housekeepes, flled ber shoes, and riow has
the fther all 1o hesel. Then, the tromphan a0d ieraed Dorothy
retums to the Emerald City, onfronts the Wizard, and the twosome
make preparsions to reum to Kansas in isballoon. Bt st the mo-
ment of departre, Toto (hat amimsted part of Dorothy s persoaliy).

a5 sensingbow his i an odipally inappropriste sluton,hops from
the balloon' basket nd Doroty givs chise and the Wizardsscends
without her.

But something equally important sso ccurred when Dorothy and
her thee compunons confroned the Wizard upon thei et o the
Exmerld Gity. When e had sen them 0 Kll he Wicked Witch, he
‘Wizard would not abide Dorothy’ protests that she ad nevee Killed
anying wilingly, and he responded simply: “Unel the Wicked Wich
diesyou will not s your Uncle and Aun agin.” Read in 8 psycho.
logical ushion, the Wizard's statementamounts 1 this:untl Dorothy
‘works throvgh ber oedipal dilemanas, unti she doss away with the
fantasies that every child crates where pasets are see i hypesbolc
tems (3 the All-powerful Father and the Weak Father, the Good
Mather and the Bad Mother,uni hat me she cannot e er parnts
a5 they relly ar, e of ber projctons

s suggets the importance of he scene when Dorothy and ber
companions confront the Wizard in the Throne Room and ind out
Who he really is. AL that ime, there is  simultancous. decine and
elevation of Dorothy's father igurs. On e one hand, the Wizardis
exposcd and shown o be aballoonst from Onaha whase powereally

omes from scight-of-hand magic; a5 e says, he 't ll powerll:
T'm just acommon man.” On e dher hand, Dorodhy's thre con.
penions are elevated 0 the average and recognzed asthey trly arc;
fnstead of being deficient males, i is made clar,thy hav lways
posscssd what they hough they cked.

Having dispensed with exaggeraed notions about the faer,the
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story ums 0 considr equaly hypesbolc ntions bout he mother.
Dorothy has aleady come t rips withthe Bad Mother; that concept
is 10 longer mportan and has melied away. T remains for her o
confront the cqually cxaggersted concept of the Good Mother, snd
the st section of both the movie and the book invalves Dorothy's
meeting with the Good Wit Glinda.

I the move, Doroty is dissppainid 0 discover hat Glinda
cannol ransport her back to Kansas,that tis Good Wich s ot al
powesfulas Dorothy hd thought. But this diminution i ollowed by
Something el when Glinda points out hat he il s hdthe ity
o retum all along: no onger needing 0 depend upon others. even
‘ponthe Good Mother Ginda, Dorothy comes no her own and rec-
ognizesher own power, Wilhthe clck ofthe el f e shoes (which
ar st i the joumey), Dorothy's adventurs in 07 and her ocdipal
dream come 8 conclsion. Through hesown means,she ansports
erself back o Uncle Heary, Aunt Em, and Kansas — where people
and plces are, fially, what thy are and ot what they sem,

The el apcatyse comes. nor i s of oy
ngiom, b o b e, o e
o of e coy Ko wih ' e s
I Noctrep Py, ot Smcs

athe il Dorothy wants 0escape 0“Some.
‘where where there ' any trouble,” somewhere whre Miss Gulch
' ying 1o et hr dog. Tot, somewhere over th rainbow. Her
subconscious amswers her desire nthe dream—remaking Kansas nta
Oz, e ird hands (Hunk and Zeke and Hickory)intoher companions
e Scarecrow, Timan,and Lion), Pofessos Marve o the Wizar
and Elira Gulch into the Wicked Wich. A1l these transformarions
make 3 suble point: Dorothy cannot cscape her troubles by going
elewhere. The last words of the movie(“There's o plce like ome”)
eally amount to “Theres no plce but horme.

“This is  message hat i repeted over and overagan in American
chidrens leraure. Huckleberry Fon's jourey is on long escape
rom Pap, bu al alon th ivr h encounters vrious versions of his
Fther. Toy Tylr runs away 0 Join thecicus bot finds that the rob-
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e he hoped 0 hav If at home reappear i a camival amosphere
where they ae clarged to freakish dimensions.

“The Absolue Blscwhere, America’s chidhood clasis make clear,
is identical with one’s own Sef. The Hollnd of Mary Mapes Dodge
vt and v in danger of being flooded i the dikes gve way) i the
mimor image of Hans Binker (s stawar youth who prescrvs is cgo
from dal waves of emotions). The Affica of Tarzan (whee tigers
found onthe ndiansubcontinent ar peled with Havaian pincapples)
has o objecive comclatie; i i the Dark Continentof the id where
violentand eoce impalscs are unchecked. The quarels beween En
el and America n Licle Lord Faunieroy asscosxicnsve with he
domestic squabbie btween the boy'spatcrnl and matenal eatves.
the two countries are. truly, the fuerland nd the masbertand. The
macro and the mictocoinide, 0 that,in Frunces Hodgson Burnet's
novel, the Secet Garden comes back 0T whethe children o and

Bt perhaps nocthe work makes tis soclear a dos The Wisard.
of Oz. Near the end of the movie Glnds asks Dorothy wha she s
Iearmed, and thegil eplies: 11T eves goloking for my heart's desire
again, 1 won' ook any faher han my oven bckyard because if i
s there v eally os it the st place. ™ According o Baum's
som,tis i also what s faher ad in i when e wrots the hook:
“What we wani, the moralst whispers, s within us; we need cnly
ok forit to fnd it Wat we stive fo hasbeen ours all son. ™

T years o come, storytellers may eshape this ary le in ways
nrecognizable 1o presen genceations, bt what cannot b alered i
the core of the sory:

¢ e gt s sk ad s ot oo b vy o
She i iy Wi e o B e o 0 s RO o

o smaged (e omeing 3 sl o w8 ble of e
e T s aves 04 Wk oy 1l it e i e wih 0
olion, o e e et ws s B s compusons bt ey
oty ponsos ey ek ey k. Fol, Py Godce s e g
et ety b s powr i e v e, el s e ey
Yome vk

16 this s the unchangeable heartof The Wizard of Oz, then what
s this toy about? Tha we already have what we sometmes hink
we lack. That we somedimes make mountains out of mol hils and
hatsuch problems ae casly disolved. That he sesrch fo solutons
i for simila rasons, a ruidessenterprise. That we canno b given
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Wt e aleady possss. That we e aleady home
These are lrge (s Bt every thoughtl person at one e
or snoter s encountered ther, has hd alocid morent when the
world scemed prfctand noting secmed st We wake p, 5 if
o a ey daya,a i ursccs igh here v waniod
10 b and wher, in fct, e ave avays becn. We sr sheady i
heaven. And scange s il may seem. Kanss s abvays een Or
hese ar mighty rhs ha we ave {0 b temindedof ove and
overagain, A The Wicard o O rminds u. Margae Hanilon-
the Wicked Witch ofthe Wt n the MGM movie —pu it his way:
Wt e e el .. s vt ol s oty s
e s .k e it o et et 0 G
Py oo o ] 1 v ot g ok o4 <ot
ot e ey vt o 1 g ” o s bt oy |
e o o e ikt ey B T
e e, b o . e e A

“Ths is what . L. Tavers, he autho of the Mary Poppins books.
means when she says cery gres children's s  the homccoming
story of the Prodigal So all over again. Travers has e own e
prtaion of the stry. There s @ part of us.she explin. tha s ke
the Prodigal Son — {hat leaves the father, makes mistkes, g0es (o
he depth, b fally recurs 0 the aier, And there is 3 part of s
thatis ke the brother 1 the Prdigal Son, the one who never T the
ftherside. Ther i n sl of s, i ther wors,  Dorothy who must
E0 10 Oz, must desie a way home, wrestle with problems o leam
hey ar casily disslved, sec soutons (0 find they cannot be fourd
outside erself, and finally wake up. And thre i  somerimes seeping
Dorothy who never eaves Kansas, nor wishes o, becauseshe realzes
i e heat of hears that “There's o plce ke home.
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there’s no place
but home:
the wizard of oz

BY JERRY GRISWOLD

“I

it eal o it a drean?” This queston b been esed over
a0 over again bout the land of Oz, n the 1939 MGM movie The
Wisard of 0z, Dorohy i iton th hesd during he cyclonsand drcams
up the magical land. Nothin ke this happens in L. Frank Baum's
book. Judy Garlind may wish 1o g0 “Somewhere ovs the Rinbow,™
bulin he book the cyclone (akes Dorodhy there against ber wishes
and whi she is wide awake. In he book O i a e plce, 1ot &
and creted by Dorothy’s fertle imaginaton.

“The land of 07 i cerinly one of the most memorable things
about the book.. Afe the publication of The Wonderfl Wizard of
(1900), chidren wroe Baum to sk bow ey might buy tickets o
irave tohat marelous place and When eadersdemanded more from
Baum, they did no ask for more “Dorothy books,” but for more
books sbout Oz. This cenral importanc of place s 50 indicuted in
the s of tes Baun considered befoe b srived s th prescot one:
The City of Oz, The City of the Greas 0=, The Emerald Ciy. From
Kansas 0 Fairyand, The Land of O:.

‘Scholars have, i geneal, viewed O a wopian dream. Bam's
Jandscape has ben scen s 4 Jffersonian sgrarian paadise, evidence
of i nteret n th Populst moverment, and an exemplifiation of
the ideas of such wiopian thinkers as Willam Morris and Edward
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Bellamy. o suppert thee views, these scholas have pointed 10 the
heavenlyideals of Oz redom of the ndividual, voluntry acceptance
of responsiily, th equal enjoyment of work and play,the folly of
war, he eed for sharing, and <o orth.

Butwhacan'theignored ishow much heLandof Oz s arefecion
of acualircumstancesa the tumof te century. Althat e, America
mustheve appeared a kind of iryland 0 [oeigners and e alike.
As impossible as i might sem, in Ameica, s n fsryland, any boy
couldbecome president o th county.Like somelcky spll,fotunes
ould be and were made overnight. Merchant princes of th Gilded
‘Age buit o bought castes [0 heir private homes. PT. Buroum,
much & master of hokum 55 Baunrs wizard, was 4 natonal hco,
Inmigants believed srets were paved with god, nly e to dis.
cover, perhaps, that they werereally made with yelow ricks. And
8 Baum's green paradise i the midstof  great desert semed -
‘markable, what could be more remarkable than Drigham Young's
buiding the and of milk and honey i Sal Lake Ciy?

1 a ecogaizabl fashion,the map of O7 i & map ofthe United
States. To he west s th land of the Winkies: 4 wild, unlled egion
llof maraing prairc wolves nd ot nlike South Dekots where
Baum lived for a tme s & shopkesper and newspaperman. To the
st i the Land Ofthe Munchkins:  place hat rsembles the Penn.
Sylvania “Duich”™ country where many Germans setled (Baum's
ancestors came from Bavaria). To th south i the and o the Quad-
lings: it inbabited by billily ke amimereads and whitefrockecd
ladies and gentemen known s the China Popie (1wo lasses of people
with whom Baum became fanliar whil he wasa raveling salesman
n the South). To th norh (inlter Oz books) s Gillkin County:
place of mountins and akes, not unlike the Michigan where Baum
s 0 vacution,

‘Since the wizard's Kingdom i inthe very cente of O, i i hard
ot 10 hink of Cricago a s complement. Baum was living in he
Windy City when he wrote his siory about his cyclone-ransported
el (named, sigaificaly, Dorothy Gale). And like oer writrs, he
was very impresed by the Columbian Expositon hld in Chicago in
1593 — which, accoding 10 observers, was 3 very Oz-ke affi
“with trets thronged with chaactrs szaight ou of the Arabian
Nighs, “hooihy kootchy” dances, & cyclorama of the Swis Alps, 3
fullize knight in amour ona full-sz¢ horse (both made out of dricd
Caifoniaprunes),  Feris Wheel, a Laplan vilge, a ollcton of
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nasty-tempered ostiches and a chinese theater.” “The Great Whi

A fewintrepid scholars have suggested, howeer, i e than
middle America, O isaportait of Calfornia—or, at cast, the deam
of Califoria, that verdan vision that haunted dir-fsmin familics
in the Dust Bowl even before The Grapes of Wrath ad the Great
Migrationof the thite. AsJorda Brotman observes:“The Oz books
have] a Kind of Caliornia extravagance sbout them, and | [can e
membe the time when Calformia with s sunshine and is golden
oranges and movies was uncarthly paradise hankered ate by peope
l ver the counry ceainy n the midwes.”

Midwesterer Frank Baum apparenty shared this dream. A few
‘years e his sucees with The Wonderful Wizardof O, e began o
<pend his winers on Coronado [l in San Diego. In a imerview
i the San Diego Tribune in 1904, e would say:“Those who do not
find Coronado s paradise hve dowbiless brought with themn e same
coodiions hat wouldreader heaven unplasan 0 them i ey chance
o gain admiance.” In the books that followed, he dlieracly in
cluded Calforia focales inhisparsisica geography.

in 1909 Baum moved permanenly to th Giolden Stae, and in
1910 hepurchased a home in Hollywood. Asif 1o make more obvious
the connection between Oz and Califoria, Baum called his home
“acot.” And e e dbout re-creatin a misiture O ere —buil
ing i home around an normous cage of songbirds, iy wrting he
“istory” of O inhis garden couryard, cultivting lowers and ca
ing th tle of Dakiis Kin of Califormia

Baum sctd in Hollywood duing the vy beginings of the
‘motionpicture busines, and he became involved n new and exper-
imenial forms of cnerainment — moving from th stage f0 magic
Ianierm prestatons o one-rcl s and founding his own movie
‘ompany (The Oz Fim Manufacuring Company). But the public was
oty ready for im, and his ll-dozen flms brought him only
financal problems, even though they are id 10 have had special
effcts almost as dazrling as MGM' The Wizard of O some ety
five years aer.

Baum also anticipated Walt Disny. In 1905 Baum informed the
prss e planned o build a pleasurepark, a miniature Oz, for hidren
nd thei familieson an sand o the Calfomiacosst. An e whose
ime had not yet come, his partiula maic Kingdom was neve bl
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I 1916 he conceivd & msical version of “Snow White,” but the
idea ever g0t o he ground. Twenty-one yearslter Disny would
elease such a musical and estbish the cash foundaion that would
ead him, among oher things, o build Disneyland in Andbei

Baum and Disney were Kindrd spiits, a the resemblances be-
tween Oz and Disneyland make cear. In both places the homespon
fctsof America are made dreamiike, and deams are made palpable
facts. In Oz, - of the-centry America (b it Geatr Chicago or
Califona) becomes  visionary andscape and,at the same e, he
wtopian ftur arady exists. I Oz.  famillarting ke a scaecrow
5 magicaly  person and, o the same time. 3 maical peson ke the
wizard s actually  alloonist rom Omaba. Oz s a ecleetc place
ik Diseyland, where visitors can walk through an idealized small
toun of tm.of he-centry America and meet (in the fsh) Snow
White o Alice (fom Wonderland). can pass by castes or under fu-
urisic skyways,can ravelthovgh Fronierland and Tormorrowland.
In Oz 35 In Disncyland, Americans find themseives actualy Tivig
iy o
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fact, the commaniy property o theoral adion and
sonalstoryelers, nd sung by wandering minsirs.

Baum would have been plased © leamn., consequenty, that the
wide acceptance of his story has likewise moved i nto the public
omain. There are O coffee cups and O Tshirs ad  kind of
doughnu caled  “munchiin" Ther i, of course, hefamous MGM
movie,which (s cstimated)has beenscen more than abillo imes.
Bt there have ks been more than 4 dozen other flm versions (in-
cludin te llblack version The Wiz nd. mos recently, Disny Stu-
ios” Return 1o 0:) and it s ispired dozens of others (ncluing.
Gremins and Star Wars). And thee havc becn songs, from Judy
Carland's “Somewher ove th Rainbow o Elton John's“Goodbye,
‘Velow Brick Road." Andthere re coloing books and osicands nd
O novels wriin by othe authors Like the lasic fiy tle. private
dream has become public cam.

1 The Wizard of Oz s genuinely e that elongs o he folk,
then i i surprising tha tere s been o rigorous ntrpretaion of
e toy i he same manner, or example, it Beuno Bettelheim and
others have interpreed the classic firy taks. Perhaps part of e
problem, s with folkdore, e inesablshing what i the “ex.” I
there ar more than 345 variants of ~Cinderels,” in an snslogous
fshion, rtics mustchoose between various versions of The Wizard
of 0z once Bauni's iy tale became commural propety and was
etold (and coninucs to b ctok) by dozens ofother sorytelers.

Following e cxample o folloris, it might be ossible o iden-
ity a “core" story by comparing two populr versions of the .
Baum's novel and the famous MGM move vession of 1939, To be
sure,there e many diffrencesthatcan b cxplined by thie different
forms: hose who encounier the film, afe frt reading th ook,
Sometimes complin tht the sory s becn sl by dance murbers
and songs: those who come upon the novel, afer having made it
‘acquaintance with th flm, complain about Baun's needles additon
of adventures o that (n is words) something i doing very min-

i i neodies dispotation if Baum s taken a bis word
when he sid he was wrting  airy tale, and i the MGM fm is
considered another rtllngof s le thatwil b reised by genertons
of storytellers. To understand what i (and what s ey 10 b) the
nchangeable heartofthe story, it s worh considering how the flm
ifes from the novel and what this rtlling adds and reeats.

“The movi omits a great dea. In genera, the lm comvers the
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ale o a linear story by doing away with Baum' fsciation with
things in fours und twos. Throughout the book, sometimes tediously.
Baum crates  sitwaton and then tells the reader (1) how Dorothy
racted, (2)how the Scarectow resced, (3) how the Tinman esced,
a0 () how the Lion reated. The land of O divided into quadrants,
and Baum’s story lne is sometimes obscured by a simila fourpart
vision. The movie telescopes 4 200d amount o this in favor of
sightforwardncss.

“The movie aso docs away with many of he twos of th book
As Michael Heamm point ot i his keen The Anotated Wizard of O,
the book is full of dichotomies: the first and last chapters deal with
Kansas; n the second chapter Dorothy gt hes magical shoes, and
the next oLt chaptr she Jearns how [0 use thens the cener of the
ook i the discovery thatthe Wizardis a humbog, and s proceded
Ty jourmey o him and (st bis balloon ascent without Dorothy) by
2 journey away from b ther e two Good Watches and two Bad
Witches, and o forth, The movie proceeds n a more inar shion
‘without Baun's geometrical sese of erary ;e o Good
‘Witchesar collapsed ntoone (Gilinda), and te mirored sccond half
of the book— Darothy's frer journey 1o te south and theough e
Jads of the China People and Hamerheads —is deketed 0 ha the
il ends shorly afc the Wizard' halloon degars.

"The scond teling of the tle inth movie s s some things.
Tobesure, much ofthis sems unessntial and the esul o ganstaing
4 novelino a technicolor musical exruvaganza: much more e i
speatin Munchkiland, for example, <0 an audince can be dazzed
by spoctacle, music, and special efccs. Sl here e at least o
major thing tht the mavi scds 10 th tl.

“The it i that Dorothy’s eatire tp oceurs 1 3 deam, brought
n by being hit over the head during he cyclone. This adds a sy
chologicl dimension o the nove. The ather majoradiion s a more
important roe for he Wicked Wich. She makes more frequent ap-
pesrancesinthe movi thn i the book: issuing her threat (11 gt
you my prety”), trowing a ball of i romthe roflo skywring
Sbove the Emerad City(“Samender, Dorothy”) monitring e prog-
ress o Dorohy’sexpeditonary pary through he woods on he way
1o he castle. But perhaps one of the most sgaificant addiions n his
egard — one that adds another psycholoical dimension 0 Baum'
version and brings the story closer to the classic fuy tle —occurs
‘when Dorothy taes int the crystal bll and sees a disraught Aunt





